
The Toeic Test 
Listening and Reading

Overview



The Toeic Tests

 Test of English for International Communication

 Verifies level of English proficiency

 Two types of tests: 

Listening and Reading  comprehension skills

Speaking and Writing communication skills

 Emphasis on business, commerce and industry

 An objective measurement of language levels for 
professional credentials



The Toeic Listening and Reading Test

2-hour test 200 questions
Multiple choice 

answers

Listening 
comprehension 

45 minutes

Reading 
comprehension   

75 minutes

Paper and 
pencil or on-
line format



Test Scores

Listening 

100 questions 

495 points

Reading 

100 questions 

495 points

CEFR = Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages

Conversion chart



The Toeic Listening 
and Reading Test 

Results

• On-line tests give you an 
immediate result. The 
certificate is mailed to you by 
Test Center 

• For tests taken at 
a TOEIC® public test center, 
your score will be sent directly 
to you.



The Toeic Listening and Reading Test

Listening
100 questions 

45 minutes 

4 parts

Reading
100 questions 

75 minutes 

3 parts

Answers on sheet
Using pencil to mark your choice

Answers on screen
By clicking to register your choice



Listening Section (45 min, 100 items)

Number of Questions



Reading Section (75 min, 100 items)
Number of Questions



The Toeic Speaking and, Writing Test

Speaking
11 questions 

20 minutes 

6 parts

Writing 

8 questions 

60 minutes 

3 parts



The Toeic Speaking Test



The Toeic Writing Test



Test Centre Procedures and Regulations:

• You must present acceptable and valid ID. 

• Friends or relatives who accompany you are not be permitted in the test centre.

• Other than ID, personal items are not allowed in the testing room. 

• Test centres assume no responsibility for candidates’ personal belongings. 

• The test centre administrator will assign you a seat.

• No test taker will be admitted after test materials have been distributed . 

• You may not mark or underline words in the test book or make notes in the test 
book or on the answer sheet . 

• You must have the supervisor’s permission to leave the testing room. 

• There is no scheduled break during the TOEIC test. 



Preparation for 
the Toeic Test
Strategies: 
Before the Test

• Know the format of the test

• Listen to as much English as possible every day

• Movies, TV, radio, podcasts, Ted Talks

• Become familiar with different accents

• Build your vocabulary keep a note-book

• Take practice tests

• Timing, common vocabulary

• Build a tolerance for longer passages 
(stamina)

• Study outside of class

• Read to build vocabulary



What topics do 
I need to 
know?

Business/industry/real world applications:

• Corporate development

• Dining out

• Entertainment

• Finance, Budgeting, Banking

• General business

• Health services

• Housing 

• HR

• Offices

• Purchasing

• Technical areas

• Travel



Strategies: 
During the Test

• Work quickly and carefully

• Don’t spend too much time on any 
one question

• Mark as soon as you know the 
answer

• Note paper is not allowed

• Answer ALL questions

• No penalty for wrong answers

• Process of elimination



Strategies: 
During the Test

• Know what you’re listening for

• Skim/scan the questions before you 
listen

• Make predictions

• Brainstorm related vocabulary

• Consider how phrases could be 
restated

• Knowing basic background info 
prepares a schema

• Watch out for connected speech

• Very natural, authentic but difficult 
for non-native speakers



Strategies: 
During the Test

• Manage your time wisely

• Check time frequently

• 30-45 seconds/question in Parts 5 
and 6

• 60-90 seconds/question in Part 7

• Leave time to check answers at the 
end

• Answer easy questions first

• Come back to more difficult 
questions later


